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down to dictate the exquisite mystical poem known by
his name in the Jewish Scriptures. Yes, it is true, the
Narada Pancharatra is indeed ( apocryphal', in that no
one knows the name of the unimportant scribe who
wrote it down ; it is indeed * spurious \ in that we must
consider it likely that Narada is not himself its author,
by his own hand; and yet Nishikanta Sanyal, a strictly
orthodox Vaishnava of the important Chaitanya school.
regards it as one of the three chief books on the ancient
Satvata or Pancharatra doctrines! Rather optimistically,.
Dr. Schrader tells us that because Sir R. G. Bhandar-
kar rejects its authority it has ever since his time been
regarded as worthless in South India; but perhaps the-
great scholar's authority does not govern the selection;

of the Vaishnava canon. The Rev. A. Roussel is-
quoted as having called it * below the mediocre' (au-
dessous du m6diocre), but after all most of us human
beings may well be called the same, and we find such
books of great value to us in our spiritual search for the
Truth. It was found of sufficient value by the world-
known saint, Sri Ramakrishna, to quote it with high
approval (N. P. 1 : 2 : 6-7, our GN 5 : 4) as reported in
the magnificent " Gospel of Ramakrishna ", page 337,
1947 Ed.'; it is also quoted by Sir S. Radhakrishnan in
his Introduction to the Bhagavadgifa (N. P. 2 : 1 : 22,
our GN 1:3). I rather think most of our readers will
prefer such opinion to that of Sir R. G. Bhandarkar.

Its rather scant consideration of the deeper elements
of Vaishnava theology, such as the Vyuhas, cannot
for a moment be taken to imply its rejection of so-